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Uncle Sam's antique man

Phoenix store owner sees uptick in business at
location in national park

By CHARLES ERICKSON
For the Pocono Record
August 17, 2014 12:00 AM

Doug Cosh lives next to where he works. He resides in an old church, runs a
business from an old carriage barn and leases both buildings from Uncle Sam.

“I try to find unusual things," said Cosh, standing inside Phoenix Antiques, as he
described the store's inventory of jewelry, gifts, collectibles, Native American
pottery and antiques.

Sales, according to Cosh, have been better than expected since the store
reopened in early April. And revenues have recovered substantially from 2009
during the recession. Phoenix Antiques, which depends on the discretionary
spending of consumers, felt the effects immediately. But sales, like the overall
economy, have improved.

"The last thing they were thinking of buying was something that's going to sit on
a shelf," Cosh said. "Basically, we sell stuff that's just decorative."

Cosh makes his home in the former Dingmans Dutch Reformed Church, on
Route 209 in Dingmans Ferry within the Delaware Water Gap National
Recreation Area. The church was built in 1850 and hosted its last services a
century later. Phoenix Antiques, which Cosh co-owns with Terry Talent, has
operated from the converted carriage barn since 1984.

“Those rings back there are where they tied the horses," Cosh said, indicating
the circles of black iron, which were attached at intervals to a crossbeam on the
rear wall.

Cosh has been in the area since 1969. The owner of the former Dutch Reformed
Church hired him to look after the property. When it was acquired by the
National Park Service, Cosh remained as a tenant. He sends a rent check each
month to Washington, D.C.

"Over the years, ['ve had five or six different leases with the government," he
said. "It's a historic lease now, because it's a historic building."

And it's marked on a National Park Service sign in the signature brown color
leading into the area.
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In October 2009, when Route 209 was closed by a landslide, Cosh relocated the
store to a building in Milford. Even after the road reopened, Cosh decided to
continue operating a second location, which was called Phoenix East and closed
in late 2011.

But the original location is doing fine, Cosh reports.

In 1980, Cosh's antique store, Penny Arcades, located just up the road, where
Route 209 intersects with Route 739, caught fire after being hit by a gasoline
tanker truck. The building was a total loss.

It took Cosh four years to acquire a new collection and renovate the carriage
barn. Phoenix seemed an appropriate name for a business that had been
resurrected from one destroyed by a fire.

Phoenix Antiques, despite its name, is more of a gift shop which has some
antiques. Its recent stock included two old vending machines — one for
cigarettes, the other for candy — and a small, framed door that was brought to
the United States from pre-Taliban Afghanistan. It is among the last items
remaining from a shipping container of Afghan goods that Cosh once obtained
through the services of an overseas agent.

Prices range from $2, for the gnarled twigs that have been fashioned into large
pencils, to $900 for some pieces of jewelry. "We have something for anybody
here," Cosh said. "The market has changed. You have to have things that are less
expensive."

Phoenix Antiques is open every day.

"When you're out in the middle of nowhere," Cosh explained, "and when you
have loyal customers, they can't remember which day you're closed."

IF YOU GO

What: Phoenix Antiques

Where: Route 209, Dingmans Ferry
Phone: 570-828-8870

Owners: Doug Cosh and Terry Talent

Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday
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